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If crumbling schools and 
dwindling budgets aren’t 
reasons enough for USC 
students to make their voices 
heard at the State House, 
St udent G overnment i s 
hoping to tap the creative 
talent of students in a lobbying 
video competition.
The student-led initiative 
i s  a imed at  in f luenc ing 
legislators blocks away from 
campus to make h igher 
education a priority in state 
politics. The winning videos, 
chosen by a panel of students 
and faculty, will be shown to 
congressional leaders during 
Carol ina Act ion Day on 
March 25.  
According to a Facebook 
g r o u p  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e 
compet it ion, contestants 
are supposed to make, “a 
quick, powerful video” no 
longer than 90 seconds that, 
“ident if ies your needs as 
a student at USC, and how 
lawmakers can appropriately 
respond to your concerns.”
Student Body President 
A ndrew Gaeck le said he 
got the idea when Tesh 
G a n d h i ,  a  t h i r d - y e a r 
polit ical science student, 
won a video competition for 
the Democrat ic National 
Committee and was chosen 
to travel to Washington, D.C 
for the inauguration. 
“Dr. Pastides and I thought 
it was a really interesting idea 
and wanted to do something 
l ike that here,” Gaeck le, 
a third-year international 
studies student, said. 
A prize of $500 will be 
awarded to 
the creators 
o f  t h e 
w i n n i n g 
v i d e o , 
wh i le  t wo 
runners-up 
will receive 
$ 2 5 0 ,  a l l 
o f  w h i c h 
i s  f u n d e d 
p r i v a t e l y. 
O n c e  t h e 
v ideos are 
received, the 
pa nel  w i l l 
review them 
t h e  w e e k 
after Spring 
Break a nd 




elect Ebbie Yazdani said the 
response from students has 
been staggering.
“Students are really up 
about even just helping out 
with the l it t le stuf f l ike 
converting fi les,” said Yazdani, 
a second-year history student. 
“That’s a good sign that this is 
going to be really effective.”
Yazdani sa id he hopes 
the video competition will 
infl uence legislators that don’t 
normally hear directly from 
students at USC. 
“We’re at a disadvantage 
when it comes to lobbying,” 
Yazdani said. “Other agencies 
and interests are always at 
the State House, but we have 
classes and vacations so we 
can’t be there as much as they 
can.”
W hen st udent leaders 
and administrators head to 
the State House to lobby 
on behalf of the school on 
Carolina Action Day, Gaeckle 
said he hopes the videos will 
have an impact.
“This  i s  a  chance for 
them to hear from students 
directly,” Gaeckle said. “It’s 
also a good way to get students 
interested in what’s going on 
in state politics through this 
competition.”
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The Gamecocks suffer 
a 96-84 defeat at the 
hands of the Commodores 
Saturday night.
  See page 13
SPORTS
Atoosa Rubenstein pays 
a visit to USC to talk 
about her success in the 







Try taking a 
load off and 
heading out 













USC softball splits the 
weekend 1-1 in the Na-
tional Fastpitch Coach-
es Association Leadoff 
Classisic in Columbus, 
Ga. before the rain cut 
the event short.
www.dailygamecock.com
Some students like to play 
soccer or Texas Hold ‘em 
in their free t ime. Some 
students volunteer or have 
part-time jobs.
Other students like to 
jump out of planes.
“It’s an incredible sense 
of f reedom,” said Adam 
G a rd ner,  a  f i f t h -y e a r 
accou nt i ng  a nd globa l 
supply chain operat ions 
m a n a g e m e nt  s t u d e nt . 
“There’s no safer way to hit 
120 miles an hour.”  
Gardner is a member of 
Flying Gamecocks, USC’s 
own skydiving club.
Fo u r  o f  t h e  F l y i n g 
Gamecocks travelled to Texas 
over winter break to compete 
in the National Collegiate 
Skydiving Competition.
“If you’re a competitive 
kind of person, skydiving 
has a competition side to it,” 
Gardner said. “The skydive 
competition was very, very 
cool.”
John Scott, a fourth-year 
mechanical engineering 
s t udent ,  t o ok  home  a 
silver medal in the novice 
category in sport accuracy 
competition. 
“It was awesome,” he said.
Students from all across 
the nation participated in 
a variety of events in the 
competition. 
“We went out there with 
the expectation of meeting 
other collegiate skydivers 
and having a good time and 
in the mean time, we came 
home with a silver medal,” 
Gardner said. “We were 
competing with skydivers all 
across the nation. It’s a big 
thing for our school.”
Scott made his fi rst jump 
in 2005 and jumped once 
a year for four years. Last 
year, however, he increased 
to about 30 jumps.
“ Ev e r y o ne  w a nt s  t o 
skydive. Some people are 
scared, but they still want to 
skydive,” Scott said. “They 
want to do it, but they’re 
afraid of what might happen. 
It’s an awesome feeling. 
The adrenal ine rush is 
Skydiving group 
competes in nationals, 
will host more jumps
Katie Jones
STAFF WRITER
Courtesy of Adam Gardner
Adam Gardner competes in the Classic Accuracy event 
at the National Collegiate Skydiving Competition. 
USC club proves
Gamecocks can fl y
College Goal Sunday 
helped st udents across 
the state in the pursuit of 
fi nancial aid Saturday.
Violet Hunter, regional 
director for financial aid, 
said USC Trio programs, in 
conjunction with the South 
Carolina Commission on 
Higher Education and the 
South Carolina Association 
f o r  F i n a n c i a l  A i d 
Administrators, are working 
together to provide College 
Goal Sunday, a workshop 
for college students and 
high school seniors.
The goal of the workshop 
is to provide information 
and ass ist ance to help 
students prepare to go 
to college and apply for 
financial aid. Hunter said 
they also help students 
complete FAFSA on the 
Internet. 
“In order to complete 
the financial aid form, we 
encourage students to have 
done the previous year’s 
income taxes,” Hunter said. 
“If they can bring a copy 
of their and their parent’s 
income tax returns we can 
complete the FAFSA in its 
entirety. Now students do 
have the ability to complete 
a FAFSA based on estimated 
information. “
H u n t e r  s a i d  w h e n 
students estimate, if the 
information is not exact, 
they may have to go back 
and make corrections. 
“Rather than to waste 
time or spend time back 
i n  t he  s y s tem ma k i ng 
corrections, we like to get 
it done right the fi rst time,” 
Hunter said. “We have them 
try to complete their tax 
forms first and then come 
in and let us help them with 
their fi nancial aid.”
Hunter said in addition 
to tax information, students 
should bring bank account 
in for mat ion and t hei r 
driver’s license or green 
card.
The Sout h Carol ina 
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r 
St udent Financ ia l  A id 
Administrators and Trio 
Programs from across the 





BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — A potent March 
snowstorm blanketed much of Alabama with 
up to 4 inches of snow Sunday, covering Civil 
War statues and forcing the cancellation of 
hundreds of church services. 
The storm headed toward the Northeast 
and threatened to drop up to a foot of snow 
in the Philadelphia area, 13 inches in New 
York and 15 inches across southern New 
England late Sunday.
In Georgia, the snowfall made roads 
treacherous and delayed f lights, while in 
Alabama, more than 210 churches in the 
central part of the Bible Belt state had to 
cancel morning services.
Vonda Braswell of Alabaster, Ala. was 
throwing snowballs in her front yard instead 
of putting on her Sunday best. “I think you 
can worship in this it’s so rare,” she said.
Up to 7 inches of snow was expected 
t h rough  Monday  mor n i ng  i n  a rea s 
of Mar yland, nor t hern Virg in ia and 
Washington, D.C., where Mayor Adrian 
Fenty declared a snow emergency.
In New York, Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
announced more than 1,300 sanitat ion 
workers would spread salt and plow city 
streets to prepare for the snowfall.
“It’s the fi rst of March, which as you know 
is the month that we say comes in like a lion 
and out like a lamb,” he said. “It’s pretty clear 
that the lions are getting ready to roar.”
As Wayne Letson drove through Alabama 
toward Florida on Sunday, the Michigan 
resident fretted about sharing the roads 
with Southerners unaccustomed to winter 
weather. The last time it snowed in Alabama 
was more than a year ago, in January 2008.
“This is nothing to me, but I’m worried 
about the other people who think they 
RARE SNOW BLANKETS SOUTH
Dave Martin / The Associated Press
A heavy snowstorm pounds Valley, Ala., at the state line on Sunday after blanketing 
much of the state before moving into Georgia and threatening the east coast. 
Snowstorm hits Alabama, 
Georgia; moves to Northeast
Jay Reeves
Th e Associated Press
Student-led initiative 




Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
Winners will be announced the week of March 16.
Videos will be shown to state legislators on Carolina Action Day, 
March 25.
The winner will receive $500, two runner-ups will receive $250.
Student Lobby Video Competition
— Compiled by Jonathan Battaglia
Workshop helps 
incoming students
with fi nancial aid
SKYDIVING ● 4
SNOW ● 4 SUNDAY ● 4







Stay updated on the 
lastest breaking news 
and weather updates  
affecting USC Columbia.
Local National World
Fabio Frey / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
During a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu session at the Gracie Barra Gym a grappler is caught in a 
rear naked choke. If he cannot escape soon he will have to tap out, or pass out.
PIC OF THE DAY
Crime Report
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LOS ANGELES — Pay no 
attention to that eerie silence 
in the nation’s most populous 
county this week — it will 
simply be the sound of 10 
million people not cussing.
At least that’s the result 
McKay Hatch is hoping for 
once his campaign to clear 
the air is recognized by the 
Los Angeles County Board of 
Supervisors.
On Tuesday, the board 
i s  s chedu led  to  i s sue  a 
proclamation by Supervisor 
Michael Antonovich making 
the first week in March No 
Cussing Week.
Not that 15-year-old Hatch 
expects complete compliance. 
When his No Cussing Club 
meets at South Pasadena High 
School on Wednesdays, it’s 
not unusual for a nonmember 
to throw open the door and 
fi re off a torrent of four-letter 
words. He’s also been the 
target of organized harassment 
by pro-cussers.
The county isn’t the first 
entity to try to put the lid on 
swearing. Hatch’s hometown 
of South Pasadena declared 
itself a cuss-free zone for a 
week last March, and two 
years ago a high school in 
Canada threatened to suspend 
repeat cussers.
TEHRAN,  Iran  — A n 
adviser to Iran’s president 
on Sunday demanded an 
apolog y f rom a team of 
visiting Hollywood actors 
and movie industry offi cials, 
including Annette Bening , 
saying films such as “300” 
and “The Wrestler” were 
“insulting” to Iranians.
W it hout  a n  apolog y, 
members  of  I ran’s  f i lm 
industry should refuse to 
meet with representatives 
from the nine-member team, 
said Javad Shamaqdari , the 
a r t  a nd c inema adv iser 
to  Pres ident  Ma h moud 
Ahmadinejad. 
“In my viewpoint, it is a 
failure to have an official 
meeting with one who is 
insulting,” Shamaqdari told 
The Associated Press.
The film “300,” portrays 
the battle of Thermopylae 
in 480 B.C., in which a force 
of 300 Spartans held off a 
massive Persian army at a 
mountain pass in Greece for 
three days. It angered many 
Iranians for the way Persians 
are depicted as decadent, 
sexually f lamboyant and 
evil in contrast to the noble 
Greeks.
—The Associated Press
L E X I N G T O N  — 
Prosecutors have rested 
their case against former 
HomeGold Financial Inc. 
chairman Jack Sterling after 
14 days of ev idence and 
testimony.
Sterling, 70, faces securities 
fraud and conspiracy charges 
in the collapse of HomeGold 
and its subsidiary Carolina 
I nvestor s .  About  8 ,0 0 0 
investors lost $275 million 
was the companies went 
bankrupt in 2003.
The Greenv i l le  News 
reports prosecutors called 
27 witnesses, many of them 
business experts or former 
e xe c u t i v e s  o f  t he  t wo 
companies. They are trying 
to prove that Sterling knew 
HomeGold and Carolina 
Investors were in bad shape, 
but lied so people would keep 
investing.
The trial starts back up 
Monday with the defense’s 
c a s e .  D u r i n g  o p e n i n g 
arguments, defense attorney 
Bart Daniel said Sterling did 
nothing criminal and fought 
for the fi rm’s investors until 
the end, losing more than 
$16 million of his family’s 
money. Sterling is expected 
to testify in his own defense.
1807: Congress abolishes the 
African slave trade 
1836 :  Texas declares 
independence from Mexico 
1865 : Battle of Waynesboro takes 
place in Virginia 
1877:  Congress approves 
Rutherford B. Hayes’  election   
1904 :  Author Theodor Geisel , 
aka Dr.  Seuss,  is  born 
1949:  The first  automatic 
streetl ight system is  installed in 
Connecticut 
2005 :  President George W. Bush 
congratulates the Boston Red Sox 
for winning their  first  World Series 
since 1918
— Information from w w w.histor y.com 
— Compiled by Assistant News Editor Kara Apel
 ”Project Condom: Season • 
2”  p rem iere s  a t  USC 
March 4.  Searching for 
par t ic ipant s  to  des ig n 
garments using condoms. 
Goals include promoting 
awareness about condom 
usage, presenting option of 
abstinence and encouraging 
behav iora l change. A l l 
materials provided by ONE 
Condoms.  For additional 
information contact the 
Sexual Health and Violence 
Prevention Offi ce.
 The application deadline for • 
Diversity Retreat 2009 has 
been extended to March 6, 
2009. This is the last chance 
of this year to experience 
this awesome event. For 
more information please 
contact Kristen Covington 
@ Covingtl@mailbox.sc.edu 
or visit the EMPOWER 
Facebook group.
 A re  you  con s ider i ng • 
graduate school?  Then 
you won’t want to miss our 
“Preparing for Graduate 
S c ho ol”  work shop  on 
March 3.  Sponsored by the 
USC Career Center, this 
workshop will cover: reasons 
for at tending graduate 
school ,  t he  d i f ference 
between professional and 
graduate schools, factors 
to consider when choosing 
a program, appl icat ion 
timeline, graduate school 
admissions tests, essay/
personal statement writing, 
overview of useful Web 





FRIDAY, FEB. 20 
Larceny, grand larceny, 6 
p.m.
Colonial Life Arena, 
Parking Lot B
Someone stole a maroon 
1900 Chevrolet Silverado 
f rom t he park ing lot . 
Police found no evidence 
of forced entry. 
E s t i m a t e d  d a m a g e : 
$2,700 
Reporting officer: Bryan 
Simon 
M a l i c i o u s  i n j u r y  t o 
personal property, 7:15 p.m.
Ca rol i na  Col i seu m, 
Parking Lot 1
Someone broke of f a 




Petty larceny, 8 a.m.
T homp s o n  St ude nt 
Health Center, Greene 
Street
A health center employee 
said that someone took the 
pulse oximeter from the 
fi rst response bag. 
Estimated value: $700
Reporting officer: Mary 
Winnington
— Compiled by Staff 
Writer Meagean Dugger
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Even after $135 bill ion 
in federal aid gets spent, 
many states will be staring 
down budgetary black holes 
unless they initiate dramatic 
spending cuts or tax increases, 
or both.
In the short-term, the 
massive stimulus will help 
balance budgets and keep key 
services, such as Medicaid, 
going. But economists agree 
the money will not quickly 
eradicate high unemployment, 
low consumer spending or 
distress in the housing market 
— the triple threats behind 
a nationwide tax-collection 
shortfall that is expected 
to drag on even after the 
economy begins to rebound.
Without h igher taxes, 
bigger cuts to government 
services — or yet more federal 
funding — states face budget 
gaps that could reach $120 
billion nationwide in their 
2011 budgets, according to 
an analyst at the Rockefeller 
Institute, a think tank in 
Albany, N.Y. James Diffley, 
managing director of Global 
I ns ight ’s  U.S.  Reg iona l 
Serv ices Group, says it ’s 
unlikely budget gaps will 
close before 2013.
“States’ budget problems 
lag the economy,” Diffl ey said. 
“What we see in budgets will 
get worse for at least another 
year.”
Federal Reserve Chairman 
Ben Bernanke told Congress 
last week that the recession 
might end this year if the 
government is able to prop up 
the shaky banking system.
States simply are not taking 
in enough money to cover 
expenses that are rising with 
the recession. So far, neither 
the spending cuts nor the 
tax and fee increases being 
discussed appear large enough 
to address the impending 
revenue shortfall, economists 
said.
Spending increases were 
easier to cover in fl ush times 
earlier this decade, when 
tax collections jumped 40 
percent over fi ve years. Then 
the bubble burst. Inf lated 
housing wealth collapsed, 
consumers hunkered down, 
businesses slashed jobs and 
tax collections plunged.
Sales and income taxes can 
incredible.”
During bad weather, the 
club practices in an indoor 
facility, using a fan to simulate 
the jump. 
“You can jump into this 
tunnel and it’s pretty much like 
you’re skydiving. It generates 
120 miles an hour wind. It’s 
a great tool to train for free 
fall,” Gardner said. “It’s pretty 
much skydiving without the 
jumping out of the airplane, 
without the whole fear of 
heights and without having to 
deal with a parachute.”
Gardner also said the indoor 
facility allows for competitive 
training.
“The learning curve from 
being in a wind tunnel is 
huge,” he said. “When you 
jump out of an airplane, you 
deal with about 60 seconds. 
The good thing about a wind 
tunnel is you can work at two 
or three minutes.” 
The Flying Gamecocks have 
two more skydiving weekends 
this semester: March 21 and 
April 18. The last day to sign 
up for the March 21 event is 
March 4 and April 1 is the last 
day to sign up for the April 18 
event.
The Flying Gamecocks 
meet Wednesdays at 7 p.m. 
in Gambrell, room 250. More 
information can be found on 
their Web site http://www.
fl yinggamecocks.com/. 
SKYDIVING ● Continued from 1
Comments on this story? E-mail 
gamecocknews@sc.edu
“We all came together to do this as a 
community service in our state,” Hunter 
said.
Hunter said there were 12 events at 
different colleges across the state.
Derr ick Cassidy, South Carol ina 
Commission for Higher Education College 
Awareness coordinator, said he coordinates 
three major grants. College Goal Sunday 
is funded by a national grant given to the 
state by the Lumina Foundation. 
“We also focus on four low income areas 
around the state where we do Thursday 
workshops at night at local high schools,” 
Cassidy said. “The goal is to get trained 
fi nancial aid administrators in a room on 
site to help people complete the form and 
to take all that intimidation out. If they 
can do that form they can qualify for all 
types of fi nancial assistance: work study, 
loans, grants, all types of things.”
“We want to get the message out to 
that you can do the form and college is 
affordable,” Cassidy said.
James Prince, educational talent search 
counselor, works at four different high 
schools within Richland District One — 
Dreher, Columbia, Lower Richland and 
Eau Claire.
“Basically we try to ensure that they 
seek post-secondary education fi rst. From 
sixth grade to eleventh grade we give those 
skills and workshops to get educate them 
to get them where they need to be,” Prince 
said. “We’ve been doing a lot of fi nancial 
aid workshops at the independent high 
schools.” 
Prince said when fi lling out the FAFSA 
to always be honest and to keep above a 3.0 
at all times.
S t u d e n t s  c a n  g o  t o  w w w .
collegegoalsundayusa.org for information 
for all states and www.collegegoalsundaysc.
org for local events.
know what they’re doing,” 
sa id Letson, f i l l ing up 
his car with gas south of 
Birmingham.
Despite above-freezing 
temperatures in downtown 
Atlanta, a heavy curtain 
of snow fell on cars and 
caused traffi c accidents on 
slushy streets. The unusual 
weather prompted Jessi 
Prahl and Max DiPace to 
take their dog, Cooper, 
on a walk through snow-
covered Piedmont Park in 
Atlanta.
“ Y o u  k n o w  u s 
Southerners, we all freak 
out when it snows,” said 
Prahl, 26.
S o m e  f l i g h t s  w e r e 
canceled at Hartsf ield-
J a c k s o n  A t l a n t a 
Internat ional A irport , 
where the average delay 
was nearly t wo hours , 
according to a Federal 
Aviation Administration 
Web site.
A i rT r a n  A i r w a y s 
spokesman Tad Hutcheson 
said fl ights out of Atlanta 
into the Northeast might 
also be canceled Sunday 
night.
“I expect the Northeast 
wil l be hit prett y hard 
tonight so our expectations 
is that people f lying into 
Washington, D.C., and 
Boston will need to call 
or check our Web site for 
possible cancellat ions,” 
Hutcheson told The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution.
Georgia transportation 
offi cials warned of potential 
icy buildup on roadways 
in middle and northern 
counties through Monday 
morning, especia l ly as 
temperatures plummet 
overnight.
T h e  l a t e  S o u t h e r n 
snowfall revived memories 
of a large storm in 1993 
that forecasters nicknamed 
t he  “Snow f a l l  o f  t he 
Century,” affect ing the 
region from Alabama to 
nor t h of  Wash ing ton, 
D.C., said Laura Griffith 
of the National Weather 
Service in Peachtree City, 
Ga. In that storm, Atlanta 
received 4.2 inches of 
snow and 13 inches fell on 
Birmingham.
O u t s i d e  t h e  C N N 
C enter  i n  dow ntow n 
Atlanta, Flori Kwon of 
Claremont, Calif., took 
pictures of her son Jake, 5, 
cavorting in the snow.
“He wants to make a 
snowman but I don’t think 
there’s enough,” Kwon 
said while large snowfl akes 
landed in her hair. “We’re 
k ind of  su r pr i sed it ’s 
snowing.”
SNOW ● Continued from 1
SUNDAY ● Continued from 1




Gary Kazanjian / The Associated Press
Due to the recession, Tanya Duarte and her husband, 
Fernando are close to losing their home to foreclosure.
Fed chairman says 
recession may end 
if banks stabilize
Michael Hill
Th e Associated Press
BUDGET ● 6
Sailing Class PEDU 100A
Sailing for Credit
Spring II, May Session, Fall I, Fall II
Stable 22 ft. sailboats that will not capsize
Sign up on VIP - PEDU 100A
Contact Adams26@mailbox.sc.edu

CLEARWATER, Fla.  — The Coast Guard 
searched off Florida’s Gulf Coast on Sunday 
for a fishing boat carrying NFL players 
Corey Smith and Marquis Cooper and 
two other men missing more than a day in 
choppy seas.
Smith, a defensive end for the Detroit 
Lions, and Cooper, an Oakland Raiders 
linebacker, were on a 21-foot vessel that left 
Clearwater Pass for a fi shing trip Saturday 
morning and did not return as expected, 
the Coast Guard said Sunday. 
Crews used a helicopter and an 87-foot 
ship to search a 750-square mile area west 
of Clearwater Pass, but poor weather made 
the search diffi cult. Offi cials did not receive 
a distress signal from the missing craft.
Cooper owns the boat and he and Smith 
have been on fi shing trips before, said Ron 
Del Duca, Smith’s agent. The pair had been 
teammates on the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
in 2004. Two others were aboard: Will 
Bleakley and Nick Schuyler, both former 
University of South Florida players.
Coast Guard Capt. Timothy M. Close 
said the weather early Saturday had been 
fair, but worsened toward the evening as 
a front moved in. The National Weather 
Service said seas were about 2 to 4 feet 
Saturday morning and increased to 3 to 5 
feet in the afternoon. Late Saturday night, a 
small craft advisory was issued, when winds 
were around 20 knots and seas were up to 7 
feet or more. There were no thunderstorms 
in the area.
Close said the men were traveling in a 
boat manufactured by Everglades. At least 
one of the men was an experienced boater, 
and relatives provided the Coast Guard 
with GPS coordinates from previous fi shing 
expeditions.
Close said there was no communication 
with the men even before the weather 
started to pick up. They were expected 
home by early evening. No sign of them 
or the boat had been spotted by Sunday 
evening. Relatives told the Coast Guard the 
men had life jackets and fl ares onboard.
Poor weather condit ions could be 
dangerous for a boat the size of Cooper’s.
“A 21-foot boat is a relatively small vessel 
to be 50 miles offshore in bad weather 
conditions — certainly the current weather 
conditions,” Close said.
Close said there was no sign yet that the 
men sent a distress signal.
“That’s not to say they didn’t send one 
out,” he said. “We didn’t receive anything.”
Danielle Mayes, owner of Jaxson’s Bait 
House near the ramp where the men 
departed, said Saturday had been deceptively 
beautiful. The weather was warm, and 
boaters had packed the small parking lot 
overlooking seaside condominiums and 
light blue waters.
Mayes said many of the boaters who 
returned Saturday evening said they were 
surprised that the water had gotten so 
rough.
The Coast Guard search was mainly by 
air, and was hampered by the poor weather, 
Close said. He said there were 14-foot seas 
offshore and wind gusts of up to 30 mph. 
Water depth in the search area ranges from 
20 to 50 feet. The Coast Guard originally 
sent a 47-foot ship to search for the men 
around 2 a.m. Sunday. It returned to dock 
about eight hours later and was replaced 
by a larger ship, in part because of the 
weather.
Smith, 29, had 30 tackles, including three 
sacks, and an interception in 12 games last 
season for the winless Lions. Smith, who 
is 6-foot-2, 250 pounds, also played for the 
San Francisco 49ers and played college 
ball at North Carolina State. He lives in 
Richmond, Va.
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provide around two-thirds of 
tax revenue. Other revenue 
streams, like the real estate 
fund transfer tax, continue to 
take hits, too, as the housing 
market scrapes bottom.
States’ combined deficits 
have a lready cl imbed to 
around $50 billion in their 
2009 budgets and are expected 
to grow in the following 
b u d g e t  c y c l e ,  l e a v i n g 
governors and lawmakers 
with more painful choices 
over the likes of education 
cuts and layoffs.
“ T h e y ’ r e  g o i n g  t o 
have to cut their budgets 
signif icant ly,” said Mark 
Vitner, senior economist 
and managing director at 
Wachovia.
Exhibit A for state budget 
messes is California, where 
lawmakers struggled to reach 
a deal to raise taxes, borrow 
money and cut services to 
close a multiyear $42 billion 
deficit. The state was hit as 
hard as any by the housing 
collapse, and residents like 
Tanya Duarte in Fresno 
i l lust rate t he cha l lenge 
California and other states 
face to turn things around.
When the housing bubble 
burst , work dried up for 
Duarte’s husband, a house 
painter, and they could not 
afford the $2,215-a-month 
mortgage payment on their 
home. They have since struck 
a deal with the bank to avoid 
foreclosure, but have had 
to cut back on everything 
from piano lessons for their 
13-year-old son to cable TV.
“We’re just doing the best 
we can,” she said, “We’re 
hanging in there.”
Duar te  was  for t u nate 
enough to avoid foreclosure 
in a state plagued with them. 
And her husband now has a 
job, but roughly 1.7 million 
Californians don’t — showing 
how deep and interconnected 
the revenue problems are for 
states.
Fewer  jobs  mea n le s s 
income tax. Even wealthy 
people with steady work are 
earning less taxable income 
because investment income 
is down. Losses for high 
earners add up fast due to 
progressive tax rates — a loss 
of $1 million in capital gains 
can hurt a state treasury more 
than dozens of workers losing 
$40,000-a-year jobs.
New York and other states 
dependent on fi nance will be 
hardest hit, but many states 
will feel the pinch, said Scott 
Pattison, executive director 
of the National Association of 
State Budget Offi cers. 
Virginia Gov. Tim Kaine 
recently warned that losses 
in investment income could 
expand the state’s shortfall.
The reduct ion in Wall 
Street bonuses alone will cost 
New York nearly $1 billion in 
personal income tax revenues, 
State Comptroller Thomas 
DiNapoli said.
These states could get 
a rude awakening after tax 
returns are f iled in April. 
The financial crisis became 
significantly worse late last 
year, and experts say it’s likely 
that many quarterly filers 
overestimated their capital 
gains and other investment 
income. That could sharply 
drive down states’ collections 
in the fi nal quarter.
“It’s probably going to be 
bad in April,” said Donald 
Boyd, senior fellow at The 
Rockefeller Institute. “And 
it’s probably going to be bad a 
year from April.”
Lost income, lower wages 
and job security fears are 
in turn sapping demand for 
retail goods.
In Missouri, where the 
unemployment rate is 7.3 
percent, sales tax collections 
fell 12 percent in January from 
a year earlier. In Georgia, 
where the unemployment 
rate is 8.1 percent, sales 
taxes dropped 17 percent in 
December.
Consumers are putting off 
purchases of big-ticket items 
like cars, which can account 
for about 10 to 20 percent 
of a state’s sales tax revenue. 
J.D. Power and Associates 
forecasts 1.8 million fewer 
cars will be sold this year 
compared to last year — a 
multibillion revenue drop that 
would infl ict pain beyond the 
teetering auto industry.
BUDGET ● Continued from 4 Two NFL players missing, 
possibly lost in Gulf Coast
Chris Urso / The Associated Press
The father and stepmother of Nick Schuyler 
wait for news from the Coast Guard at the 
Seminole Boat launch Sunday. 
Coast Guard continues search 
for Smith, Cooper off  Fla. shore
Christine Armario
Th e Associated Press
Visit our newest location at 2012 Harden Street
(803) 929-7669 www.allsouth.org







S a k i Tu m i G r i l l . c o m
2 2 glasses of wine
2 entrees (your choice, any on the menu)
*Must have 2 people to qualify. Not valid with 
any other discounts, promotions or specials.
SakiTumi’s Daily Specials: 
2for1 Mondays
Half Price Wine Tuesdays
S&M Wednesdays
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Washington state to allow ‘dignity’ deaths
OLYMPIA, Wash. — Terminally ill patients 
with less than six months to live will soon be 
able to ask their doctors to prescribe them 
lethal medication in Washington state.
But even though the “Death with Dignity” 
law takes effect Thursday, people who might 
seek the life-ending prescriptions could fi nd 
their doctors conflicted or not willing to 
write them.
Many doctors are hesitant to talk publicly 
about where they stand on the issue, said 
Dr. Tom Preston, a retired cardiologist and 
board member of Compassion & Choices, 
the group that campaigned for and supports 
the law.  
“There are a lot of doctors, who in 
principle, would approve or don’t mind this, 
but for a lot of social or professional reasons, 
they don’t want to be involved,” he said.
But Preston said discussions about end-
of-life issues between doctor and patient 
will increase because of the new law, and 
he thinks that as time goes on more and 
more doctors who don’t have a religious or 
philosophical opposition will be open to 
participating.
“It will be a cultural shift,” he said.
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 2006 
that it was up to states to regulate medical 
practice, including assisted suicide, and 
Washington’s Initiative 1000 was passed 
by nearly 60 percent of state voters in 
November.
It became the second state, behind 
Oregon, to have a voter-approved measure 
allowing assisted suicide.
In December, a Montana district judge 
ruled that doctor-assisted suicides are 
legal. That decision, which was based on an 
individual lawsuit, is before the Montana 
Supreme Court. While Montana doctors are 
allowed to write prescriptions pending the 
appeal, it’s unknown whether any actually 
have because there’s no reporting process.
Under the Oregon and Washington laws, 
physicians and pharmacists are not required 
to write or fi ll lethal prescriptions if they 
are opposed to the law. Some Washington 
hospitals are opting out of participation, 
wh ich precludes  t hei r  doc tors  f rom 
participating on hospital property.
Dr. Stu Farber, director of the palliative 
care consult service at the University of 
Washington Medical Center , voted against 
the measure and doesn’t plan to prescribe 
lethal medication to his patients for now.
“I am not here to tell people how they 
should either live their life or the end of 
their life,” Farber said. “There’s possibly 
a story out there, in the future, that’s so 
compelling that maybe I would write a 
prescription.”
Farber said he would refer patients to 
Compassion & Choices of Washington, the 
state’s largest aid-in-dying advocacy group, 
after talking about how they came to their 
decision.
The advocacy group is compil ing a 
directory of physicians who aren’t opting 
out of the law, as well as pharmacies willing 
to f ill the prescriptions, said executive 
director Robb Miller. 
“Physicians don’t understand yet exactly 
how the law works,” Miller said. “Whenever 
there’s lack of understanding, there tends to 
be some reluctance.”
Dr. Robert Thompson, an internist and 
cardiologist at Swedish Medical Center in 
Seattle who voted for the measure, said that 
in his 32 years of practice he has treated 
patients who would have benefited from 
this law. 
“I believe for the sake of compassion, and 
for a person’s own individual rights, that 
this should be an option for them,” he said.
Washington’s law is based on Oregon’s 
measure, which took effect in late 1997. 
Since then, more than 340 people — mostly 
ailing with cancer — have used that state’s 
measure to end their lives.
Under the Washington law, any patient 
requesting fatal medication must be at least 
18 years old, declared competent and a state 
resident. The patient would have to make 
two oral requests, 15 days apart, and submit 
a written request witnessed by two people, 
one of which must not be a relative, heir, 
attending doctor or connected with a health 
facility where the requester lives.
Two doctors must certify that the patient 
has a terminal condition and six months or 
less to live.
Some doctors who opposed the measure 
have argued that a six-month terminal 
diagnosis is never a sure thing.
New law allows terminally ill patients
to be prescribed lethal medications
Rachel La Corte
Th e Associated Press
Ted S. Warren / The Associated Press
Dr. Robert Thompson is an internist and cardiologist at Swedish Medical Center in Seattle 
who supports Washington’s “Death with Dignity” law which passed in November.
It’s about that time of 
the year. 
Yep ,  i t ’s  t h at  t i me 
when everybody starts 
gett ing over the whole 
college thing. For one, 
t here i s  c lass .  You’ve 
been attending classes 
religiously for almost 6 
m o n t h s 
n o w ,  a n d 
s t u d y i n g 
i s  g e t t i n g 
a little old. 
Your room 
is a constant 
train wreck, 
a n d  y o u 
p r o b a b l y 




of the time you are around 
them. And if you are an 
upperclassman, you have 
to deal with planning the 
rest of your life.
It’s enough to make you 
want to go hide in a little 
hut in the Caribbean for 
the rest of your life.
Or maybe all the stress 
is just enough to make 
you shake your groove 
thang.
Now before you roll 
your eyes at me and flip 
over to the crossword, 
hear me out. When was 
the last time you just let 
go and danced a little?
Dancing,  espec ia l ly 
par t ner danc ing,  i s  a 
combinat ion of  many 
things. First, it’s a pretty 
good workout. All that 
moving can real ly get 
your heart rate up. It’s 
also a social interaction. 
I went dancing at the 
Salsa Cabana on Friday 
a nd met  fou r  or  f ive 
ne w  a nd  i nt e r e s t i n g 
people .  A nd  perhaps 
most importantly to the 
bogged-down student, it 
releases stress in a way 
that is unparalleled.
Dancing has proven so 
beneficial that there are 
even some corporations 
t h at  o f f e r  c l a s se s  to 
workers so they can stay 
happy and fi t. Places like 
the Roswell Park Cancer 
Institute offer classes like 
belly dancing four times 
a week in order to keep 
work stress down. 
Even in a city as small 
as Columbia, there’s no 
excuse to not take a trip 
to the dance club every 
once and a while. There 
are options for all kinds 
o f  d a nce .  T he  V i s t a 
Ballroom on Assembly 
Street of fers ballroom 
dance classes and hosts 
various dances throughout 
the year. Taboo , Club 
Level and various other 
establishments around 
town a lways have t he 
bass blasting for hip-hop 
and urban dancing. If, 
l ike me, you l ike salsa 
dancing, Salsa Cabana on 
North Beltline Boulevard 
is a great choice. And let’s 
not forget the Carolina 
Shag at Ji l l ian’s every 
Thursday night . 
Yo u  d o n’t  h a v e  t o 
hit up the discos to get 
the beneficial effects of 
dancing, either. If you are 
self-conscious about the 
way that you move, go 
ahead and lock yourself in 
your bedroom, toss your 
iPod on and start backing 
it up. That way, even if 
you have a club leg and 
hunch back, you can still 
shake the stress away.
I’m not saying you have 
to go learn how to do 
the Argentine Tango or 
polish up that headspin 
you’ve a lways wanted 
to do, but a little bit of 
rhy thm can go a long 
way. It will at least keep 
you from throwing your 
roomies out the window.
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     Snow day notifi cation 
needs to be reconsidered
CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about 
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu.
About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is 
the editorially independent 
student newspaper of the 
University of South Carolina. 
It is published daily during 
the fall and spring semesters 
and nine times during the 
summer with the exception of 
university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed 
in The Daily Gamecock are 
those of the editors or author 
and not those of the University 
of South Carolina. Th e Board 
of Student Publications 
and Communications is 
the publisher of The Daily 
Gamecock. Th e Department 
of Student Media is 
the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in 
part by student-activity fees. 
One free copy per reader. 
Additional copies may be 
purchased for $1 each from 
the Department of Student 
Media.
Journey to argue with 





T h e  g o a l  o f  T h e  D a i l y 
Gamecock ’s V iew point s page 
is to stimulate discussion in the 
Universit y of South Carol ina 
community. All published authors 
are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters 
to the editor, guest columns and 
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
Let ters and g uest columns 
should be submitted via e-mail to 
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year 
in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders 
and USC facu lt y members to 
submit guest columns. Columnists 
should keep submissions to about 
500 words in length and include 
the author’s name and position. 
Guest columns are limited to three 
per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to 
edit and condense submissions for 
length and clarity, or not publish 
at all. 
A ll submissions become the 
property of The Daily Gamecock 
and must conform to the legal 






















Offi  ces located on the third fl oor of the Russell House
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The system doesn’t 
need all-out 
reform, just a 
slight tweaking.
Bust a move to bust some stress
THE PRICE IS RIGHT
When you’ve got too 







Jindal could be GOP’s future
Louisiana governor could 
prove viable candidate 
with some image cleaning
 In college circles, we love 
to hate certain writers. After 
studying their works in our 
Engl ish classes, we have 
become convinced that their 
s ole aim was to torment future 
students.
So I tracked a few of them 
down and talked things over. 
First stop: Jane Austen.
“Poor fellow — you must 
have lost your way,” she said 
as I approached 
her at a dinner 
party. “Are you 
not on your way 
to the League 
o f  L i t e r a r y 
Lightweights? I 
am certain Mr. 
Twain awaits 
you.”
I  s h o u l d 
ex pl a i n  t h at 
M s .  A u s t e n 
and I  have a 
history. After 
being subjected to “Mansfi eld 
Park” in a freshman English 
class, I cursed her name and 
made a lot of enemies among 
my female acquaintances. 
Apparently she caught wind 
of all this.
I told her everything I 
thought was wrong about 
her writ ing: the snobbish 
characters, the stilted dialogue, 
the excessive formality.
“ I  suppose you wou ld 
rather read something in your 
generation’s vernacular?” she 
said. “Perhaps a Rolling Stone 
magazine or a comic book?”
Before I could counter her 
cunning insinuations, she 
continued.
“Scurry on and send one 
o f  y ou r  g r a m m at i c a l l y 
questionable textual messages 
on your telephone. You and 
your ilk are sure to have a jolly 
L.O.L. about this meeting.”
W it h  my  pr ide  bad ly 
wounded, I headed off to 
confront all the other literary 
fi gures whose books I had ever 
considered burning.
I tracked down T.S. Eliot in 
the halls of Harvard and gave 
him a hearty “No thank you” 
for such tedious poetic works 
as “The Waste Land.” 
“I couldn’t even tell what 
was happening,” I complained. 
“It changes perspectives every 
stanza, and you bring up a new 
allusion every other line.”
Mr. Eliot sighed knowingly.
“Do you honestly believe 
the best art can stand alone? 
What good would the roof 
of the Sistine Chapel be if 
Michelangelo had made up his 
own storylines?”
I was similarly rebuffed by 
Leo Tolstoy, who laughingly 
asked which portions of “Anna 
Karenina” I would have cut in 
the fi nal revision.
L a s t  s t o p :  W i l l i a m 
Faulkner .
“Who said I was accepting 
company today?” he roared 
as I ducked to dodge a half-
empty whiskey tumbler he’d 
sent hurtling in my direction. 
Apparently I had interrupted 
his stream of consciousness.
Panicked, I took a knee on 
the veranda of his Mississippi 
home and begged forgiveness 
—  f i r s t  f o r  i n t r u d i n g , 
second for bel it t l ing his 
accomplishments.
“Get up,” he said. I obeyed. 
“You think I care what some 
snotty college kid has to say 
about my work? Where do 
you go to school, anyway?” 
I told him, and he snorted 
derisively.
“So you’re a big man now, 
eh? You go off and learn MLA 
format, maybe read some 
critical essays, and suddenly 








T he t h i n k i ng  ma n’s 
Republican. In the current 
political atmosphere, that 
may seem like a paradox to 
many people. The party 
that has brought you such 
intellectual gems as George 
W. Bush and 
Sarah Palin 
may actually 
have a valid 
choice for the 
next election. 
Louisiana 
g o v e r n o r 
Bobby Jindal 
m a y  h o l d 
t he per fec t 
m i x t u r e 
needed  for 
a party that 
frankly won’t 
have much of 
a shot in 2012 if President 
Obama does even a mediocre 
job in offi ce.
Not only does Jindal 
p o s s e s s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l 
leanings that Republicans 
gush over and the folksiness 
that propelled Bush to the 
presidency, he also knows 
how to articulate a position. 
Although he might have 
hurt his chances with his 
retort to Obama’s speech 
to Congress, Jindal st ill 
has a lot of time to mold 
himself into a presidential 
contender.
In order to stay atop 
the party, he must learn 
several lessons from recent 
Republ ican candidates. 
He can keep that folksy 
caricature that propelled 
Bush to victory in 2000, but 
he cannot make the same 
verbal mistakes like “Is our 
chi ldren learning?” He 
must also come across as an 
intelligent problem solver, 
not someone who will bring 
you the same old Republican 
p o l i t i c s .  Mc C a i n  l a s t 
November couldn’t connect 
with independent voters. 
I f  J i nda l  c a n  c reate 
a  s e n s e  o f  p o l i t i c a l 
cooperation in a campaign 
like Obama accomplished 
last fall, his chances will be 
immeasurably greater. Also, 
if he’s too stiff, like he was 
in the Republican response 
to Obama’s speech, it will 
become a distraction. Look 
no further than Kerry in 
‘04 to see how far a boring 
personality will get you. 
Making a little less creepy of 
a TV entrance might work 
well, too.
He w i l l  a l so have to 
remain cordial with the 
media. During his response 
speech ,  com ment ator s 
on MSNBC mocked the 
governor for mentioning 
Hurricane Katrina in his 
speech. He cannot go on 
television and give interviews 
where he comes of f  a s 
bitter or disingenuous, as 
McCain sometimes seemed 
to be last fall. By the way, in 
regards to Jindal’s invoking 
of  K at r i na  du r i ng  h i s 
response, he was speaking 
of a specifi c instance where 
he worked with a Democrat 
to help rescue those in New 
Orleans. 
Current ly,  too many 
people perceive Jindal as 
being just another Republican 
candidate. If he can’t break 
that perception, he won’t 
have a shot. He will have 
to make some adjustment 
or concede something to 
the Democratic party if he 
wants to be president. 
When the campaigning 
for 2012 begins, Jindal 
cannot simply get up on stage 
and say Obama and his party 
have done everything wrong. 
There is no way that voters 
will respond to that message. 
Sure, Obama’s message, 
partly, was that President 
Bush and the Republicans 
didn’t do anything right, 
but he also spoke of trying 
to create bipartisanship in 
Washington.
If he can mold the right 
image and move away from 
t hat “Howdie Doodie” 
percept ion and become 
more of a thinking-man’s 
conservative, Jindal may 
one day become the second 
minority president in our 
nation’s history.
 A snow day still has the power to bring out the inner 
child in each of us. We wait with bated breath for someone 
to tell us whether classes are cancelled.
The last time we had a snow day, Jan. 20 , it came right 
down to the wire. University offi cials waited until early 
that morning to announce the cancellation of 8 and 9:30 
a.m. classes, counting on students not signed up for the 
text-message notifi cation service to check their e-mail 
before heading to class.
There has to be a better 
system. For one th ing, 
students don’t want to wake 
up and check on the school’s 
decision just to go back to 
sleep. If morning classes 
are a no-go, we would love 
to know in advance so we 
can sleep in.
But more importantly, there are many students who 
face a long morning commute to school. Someone driving 
from Rock Hill, for instance, might leave the house too 
early to get the memo.
As of this Sunday night, public schools all over the 
Columbia area had already announced their Monday 
closures, begging the question: What is USC doing?
To be fair, the university waits for directions issued 
by the governor for state agencies before making a call. 
The system doesn’t need all-out reform, just a slight 
tweaking.
Here’s our suggestion: If substantial snowfall is likely, 
go ahead the night before and cancel the fi rst morning 
classes. Then, if the need arises, cancel the rest of classes 
the next morning.







PAGE 9MONDAY, MARCH 2, 2009
 Jimmy Fallon can take 
hope f rom predecessor 
Cona n O’Br ien .  A f ter 
replacing David Letterman 
on NBC’s “Late Night,” 
O’Brien received mostly 
scathing reviews — and held 
the job 16 years.
Fallon takes over as host 
of “Late Night” this week. 
Robert De Niro and Van 
Morrison are scheduled for 
the premiere, which airs at 
12:35 a.m. EST Tuesday. 
Fallon’s approach should 
put guests at ease. “My goal 
is to make you look good 
when you come on my 
show,” Fallon said.
“ I t ’s  a l l  a b o u t  j u s t 
engaging. And like everyone 
says, listening is the most 
important part of being a 
good talk-show host,” he 
added. “So I’m just going 
to listen and try to work off 
that.”
Other early guests include 
Tina Fey, Donald Trump 
and Drew Barrymore. The 
Roots will be the house 
band. 
“ T h e y ’ r e  t h e  m o s t 
fantastic live band ever,” 
Fallon said.
Fallon promises to use New 
York often as a backdrop. He 
will do political humor if it’s 
pertinent.
“We have a great crew 
of writers. Some guys are 
from The Onion. Some are 
from National Lampoon,” 
Fallon said. “So we’re ready 
for political jokes.”
But he says he won’t turn 
to it as often as Jon Stewart 
or Stephen Colbert. Fallon’s 
opening monologue will 
be a variation of his work 
on “Weekend Update” at 
“Saturday Night Live.”
“That’s how we know that 
Jimmy can tell jokes, because 
he was able to do it so well,” 
producer Mike Shoemaker 
said.
Sleep may be Fallon’s 
biggest competition. “It’s 
about how to keep people 
awake and keep people 
interested at 12:30 at night to 
1:30,” he said. “We’re going 
to have good bands.”
Fallon said he realized he’ll 
be under a lot of scrutiny. He 
pointed to the rocky start of 
ABC’s Jimmy Kimmel.
“It takes time,” Fallon 
said. “Kimmel did a great 
job, too. And people hated 
him, and they thought he 
was terrible.”
Fallon said he’s looking 
forward to the early reviews: 
“Everyone’s been destroyed 
by c r it ic s  i n  t he  past . 
Shouldn’t be any different 
for me.”
Fallon talks about 
plans for ‘Late Night’ 
in O’Brien’s wake
Hal Boedeker
Th e Orlando Sentinel
 “I want to put a ding in the universe.” 
— Steve Jobs 
From magaz ines  to telev is ion 
to the World Wide Web, Atoosa 
Rubenstein has fashioned a career 
out of conquering various media. 
And, thanks to Carolina Productions, 
she’ll be sharing her secrets to success 
for free on Monday at 8 p.m. in the 
Russell House Theater. 
Rubenstein knows a thing or two 
about success — in her 13-year career 
in the magazine business , she was an 
editor-in-chief of two magazines and 
the creator and executive producer 
of the MT V rea l it y show “Miss 
Seventeen.” She credits her rise to 
fame and success to what she calls a 
cliché mix of fervor and enthusiasm.
“I always did my job, whether I 
was an intern, or an assistant, or an 
editor, or an editor-in-chief for that 
matter, like it was brain surgery, you 
know, like it was the most important 
thing in the world,” Rubenstein said. 
“And I guess it made people have more 
confi dence in me, because they knew 
that I would do my best. And so that 
would make them want to give me 
opportunities.”
The former CosmoGIRL editor-
in-chief will speak to a wide variety 
of topics, from why it’s better to have 
success sooner rather than later, to why 
no one should ever stop daydreaming.
In fact, her daydreams resulted in 
one of her biggest career successes, the 
founding of CosmoGIRL magazine. 
Rubenstein was a senior fashion editor 
at Cosmopolitan when the president 
of Hearst, the company that owns 
the magazine, called on her to pitch 
an idea for a new title. Rubenstein’s 
fantasy magaz ine sprang into a 
working concept for a real one in less 
than two days.
“CosmoGIRL was always in my 
daydreams,” Rubenstein says. “And 
so when the time came, I was able to 
actually work something together very 
quickly, because it had been living in 
my head — in my heart.”
When she moved from there to 
Seventeen, Rubenstein left fantasy by 
the wayside to take care of readers who 
were so different from CosmoGIRL 
subscribers, and she went to great 
lengths to understand them. 
“ I  h ave  r e a l l y  c r a z y  h a i r  — 
Rastafarian, practically — naturally,” 
Rubenstein said. “And when I went 
to Seventeen ... I actually chemically 
straightened my hair so that I could 
understand the girl who stands in 
front of the mirror with a fl at iron and 
wants to look better than everybody 
else with that sort of intensity.”
All of these girls fall into a group 
Rubenstein has affectionately named 
her Alpha Kitties — a group of young 
women who she wants to help find 
comfort in being different.
“These are girls who are different, 
and when you’re younger, being 
different is a bad thing,” Rubenstein 
said. “And I wanted to reach out to 
those people. Even if they have people 
in their lives telling them they’re 
unique or they’re special and they’re 
wonderful, I wanted to be another 
voice on that team.”
And while she supports those girls 
who are growing to their own power 
with one hand, she lauds people who 
have found peace in their quirkiness 
— like she has — with the other.
“I feel like one of the things that 
I’ve really said is that Alpha Kitties 
are underestimated,” Rubenstein said. 
“When you follow your own tune or 
your own beat, people look at you like 
you’re crazy. And I think it’s a really 
brave and powerful thing to do to 
follow your own tune. And so I just 
really want to encourage that in young 
people.”
Atoosa brings style to campus
Justin Fenner
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Former fashion editor speaks 
about success in industry
C o m m e n t s  o n  t h i s  s t o r y ?  E - m a i l 
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Courtesy of MCT Campus
Comedian Jimmy Fallon will replace Conan O’Brien and 
become the third host of “Late Night.”
New host anticipates 
scathing reviews, 
challenges early on 
Director Henry Selick’s “Coraline” is a stunning animated 
accomplishment. Not only is it the longest stop-motion 
animation fi lm ever made, at 100 minutes , but it’s also the fi rst 
to be shot in new, “Real-D” three-dimensional technology. 
The unique technological blend is nothing short of jaw 
dropping. The stop-motion always feels fl uid, with magnifi cent 
colors, complex set designs and a pervasive creativity. It’s also 
one of the few movies to attempt to integrate 3-D technology in 
an artistically provocative way. There are few shots that “jump 
out” of the screen — instead, they focus backwards, giving each 
shot an unusually pristine depth of fi eld that lets the movie’s 
creative sparks come alive.
The macabre fairy tale stars Dakota Fanning as the voice of 
the titular heroine , who feels brushed aside and unloved by her 
workaholic parents. Her problems are apparently solved when 
she fi nds a door into a world where all her dreams for unending 
love come true, until they take a sharp turn for the worst and 
she realizes she may have stumbled into a nightmare.
Some fantastic voice work marks the ensemble. Teri Hatcher 
is the main highlight, bouncing between benevolence and malice 
with grace and glee as both Coraline’s actual 
mother and her nightmarish manifestation. 
Keith David, as a cat who knows all , and Ian 
McShane , as a delirious Russian who lives in an 
apartment adjacent to Coraline, also hit the right 
kind of eccentricity.
“Coraline” is a playground for the imagination, 
a whirling tour de force of vivid animated poetry. 
The real world is painted in greys, dark greens 
and browns to bring out the boring side of life, 
whereas the alternate reality Coraline discovers 
bursts with bright blues, reds and yellows to 
provide a fi tting juxtaposition.
Individual moments, such as a walk through 
an animated garden or a zany show by a circus of 
mice, are pure joy where small touches get blown 
up and accentuated by the forceful, eye-popping 
depth of fi eld 3-D affords the project.
But “Coraline” always revels in its creepy side, 
and even the brightest moments have a cold 
sense of foreboding. As the film’s world gets 
increasingly twisted and dark, it’s hard not to 
completely empathize with Coraline’s growing 
dread. 
The only real problem with the fi lm comes 
towards the end of the second act. Whereas the 
majority of “Coraline” references traditional 
elements of dark childhood fairy tales with 
subtlety, the fi nale gets progressively explicit in 
its invocation of classic plot devices, such as the 
quest to perform three tasks.
While this departure into perhaps more 
obvious territory does not deteriorate the overall 
effect of the fi lm, it does seem a bit contrived 
given the immense creativity and originality of 
the rest of the feature.
All in all, though, “Coraline” is a huge gift of an animated 
fi lm, one supported by immense technical sophistication. In a 
world increasingly run by computer animation, it is refreshing 
to see such a carefully constructed and elegantly photographed 
fi lm.
Coraline
★★★★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩ 
Director: Henry Selick
Writer: Jenny Lumet 
Starring: Dakota Fanning, Teri Hatcher
Run Time/Rating: 100 mins./PG
Children’s tale comes to life in ‘Real-D’
Stop-motion animation, 3-D technology 
provides refreshing twist to macabre story
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER
Courtesy of OregonLive.com 
Dakota Fanning voices Coraline as she deals with the problems of her 
workaholic parents in the longest stop-motion movie to date. 
Comments on this story? E-mail gamecockfeatures@sc.edu
Courtesy of sc.edu 
Atoosa Rubenstein is the former editor-in-chief of CosmoGIRL and Seventeen. 

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / Th e Daily Gamecock
PhD ◆ By Jorge Chan
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Art Bar, 1211 Park St.  
 ARIES Your forward 
progress is temporarily 
halted. Make adaptations to 
your plans. 
T AU R U S  I f  a t 
f irst you don’t succeed, 
wait a little while longer. 
Conditions are changing 
in your favor. You should 
be able to tell when this 
happens. 
GEMINI Proceed 
with caution for a while 
longer. Clear your desk 
before you begin a new 
project or adventure.
CANCER Jot down 
a few notes about being 
frugal to include in the 
book you’re writing. 
LEO  Don’t bel ieve 
everything you hear. Do 
the math yourself to fi gure 
out if the proposal will 
work. 
V I RG O  D e l a y s 
in receiv ing necessar y 
materials could mess up 
your work schedule. Things 
you expect in the mail could 
also be delayed. 
LIBRA It’s usually 
good to talk things over. 
T here  a re  o cc a s ion s , 
however, when it’s better 
to stay quiet. Postpone a 
discussion about fi nances. 
SCORPIO Someone 
you know has very strong 
opinions, with which you 
don’t agree. This jerk is 
obviously not listening. 
He or she is  too busy 
shouting. 
SAGITTARIUS 
D o n ’ t  m a k e  a  b i g 
investment in something 
that hasn’t been proven yet. 
It would be nice if it works, 
but you’d better make sure 
it does before you put your 
money there.
CAPRICORN It’s 
hard for you to say no to 
just about anything your 
loved ones want. Don’t let 
them use your generosity 
against you. 
AQUARIUS  You 
have plenty to say, but you 
may feel l ike nobody’s 
listening. This could be 
the basis of your next book 
or proposal. 
PISCES Something 
you were worried about 
prove s  to  b e  u nt r ue . 
Don’t dwell too much on 
the negative. Be thankful 




















30 Cheers for 
Manolete
31 Eur. carrier
32 Graf of tennis
35 One-time female 
mil. grp.
36 Focuses
38 Female GI, once
39 Compromise
41 Stephen or Chris
42 Polanski’s Sharon
43 Encourage to hurry
44 Silver or Wood


















2 Symbol of peace
3 Nights before
4 Combat missions
5 Olympic skier Phil
6 Iowa State’s home





12 Octopus arms, e.g.
13 Tinters






27 Like a southpaw
28 Air stirrer











45 Get a move on
46 One Barrymore
47 Jerry Stiller’s Anne
48 Article of faith
49 Fills completely
51 Hunter’s quarry











Russell House Ballroom 
NBT’S S.I.N.
8 p.m., free
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
ACKLEY TRUMPET STUDIO RECITAL
7:30 p.m., free
USC School of Music Recital Hall 
TOMORROW
VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NIGHT
8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St. 
THE CASTING OUT, NORRIS, SMASH AND 
GRAB
7 p.m., $8
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St. 
I’VE LOVED YOU SO LONG
5:30 and 8:00 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St. 

W hen ju n ior  out f ie lder 
DeAngelo Mack stepped up 
to the plate in Clemson on 
Saturday afternoon he was put in 
a situation that baseball players 
everywhere dream about.
With the game tied at 1-1 in 
the top of the ninth Mack had 
an opportunity to take the lead 
for his team. He seized that 
opportunity by knocking a full-
count solo homerun over the 
left-centerfi eld wall.
A f t e r  M a c k ’s  s h o t  t h e 
Gamecocks rallied to put one 
more run on the board before 
giving the ball back to Clemson 
in the bottom of the ninth 
inning.
Unfortunately for the Tigers, 
senior left-handed pitcher Alex 
Farotto was on the mound. 
Farotto pitched for 2.2 innings 
of relief, including the ninth 
inning, and held the Tigers to no 
hits. Farotto also struck out two 
batters and walked only one.
Aside from those numbers, the 
veteran Farotto stayed cool under 
pressure when he was called 
on to relieve freshman pitcher 
Nolan Belcher in the bottom of 
the seventh. Belcher came in to 
relieve sophomore starter Sam 
Dyson and quickly walked three 
Tiger batters to load the bases. 
With the score knotted up at 1-1 
and the game potentially in the 
balance, Farotto threw a double-
play inducing ball that helped the 
Gamecocks escape the inning 
unscathed.
USC came out on top of 
their rivals in the hard fought 
matchup, but coach Ray Tanner 
was quick to point out that the 
3-1 game certainly wasn’t a blow 
out victory.
“We’ve been very fortunate, 
been able to make a big play or 
get a big pitch,” Tanner said. 
“Today it could have gone either 
way.”
While Tanner was quick to 
point out that, in the end, the 
game could have gone either 
way, the Gamecocks showed 
throughout the game that they 
deserved to be on top.
Carolina outhit Clemson 9-2 as 
a direct result of the pitching of 
Dyson, a former bullpen pitcher 
who has been pitching brilliantly 
for the Gamecocks this season. 
During his 6.1 innings pitched, 
he allowed only two hits and one 
run.
While Dyson led the way 
for the Gamecock defense, 
sophomore designated hitter 
Parker Bangs led the way for 
the Carolina offense. Bangs 
continued his production from 
Carolina’s first series against 
Duquesne by being one of only 
two Gamecocks to have two hits 
against the Tigers.
The Gamecocks had to have 
a quick turnaround to prepare 
to face Clemson in Carolina 
Stadium for the fi rst time in the 
new stadium’s existence. However, 
due to inclement weather the 
game was postponed. 
According to a statement 
re le a sed  by  t he  at h le t ic s 
depar t ment ,  t here w i l l  be 
attempts to reschedule the game 
at a later date. At that time, all 
tickets already issued will be 
honored for the rescheduled 
game. For that reason, the 
athletics department requested 
that all fans with tickets for 
Sunday’s game keep track of and 
hold on to those tickets for entry 
into the rescheduled game.
For more information, follow 
The Daily Gamecock’s coverage 
of South Carolina baseball this 
season.
W hen t he ca lendar t u rns to 
March, college basketball coaches all 
across America look to their seniors 
to provide leadership and experience 
in the crucia l f ina l minutes of 
late-season games. Once again on 
Sunday, the lack of senior leadership 
caught up to the USC women’s 
basketball team, as the Gamecocks 
(10-17, 2-12) fell to Kentucky (15-15, 
5-9) 70-53 on Senior Day at Colonial 
Life Arena. 
Carolina opened the game on an 
8-4 run, and stretched their lead to 
fi ve, nine minutes into the half, 13-8. 
However, USC cooled off a bit from 
the fi eld and UK heated up, hitting 
two three-pointers on a 14-7 run 
to take a 22-18 lead with under fi ve 
minutes remaining in the period. 
Carolina would regain the lead 
minutes later as sophomore guard 
Samone Kennedy stole the ball at 
midcourt and streaked down the 
f loor for an uncontested lay up 
and a 24-23 lead. Kentucky would 
comeback to take a 27-24 lead, 
but USC would secure a halftime 
advantage at the buzzer, as senior 
forward C.J. Pace drained a three-
pointer as time expired in the half to 
give Carolina a 29-27 lead. 
The Wildcats quickly knotted the 
score up at 29 to open the second 
half, and took the lead back moments 
later, 34-33. From there both teams 
seemingly couldn’t miss in a four-
minute span where the lead changed 
six times, neither team taking more 
than a one point advantage, until 
UK guard Amani Franklin buried 
a three to give Kentucky a 44-40 
lead. 
However, USC was not able to keep 
knocking down shots to match the 
hot Wildcats, and found themselves 
trailing by eight, their largest defi cit 
of the afternoon. Kentucky’s lead 
would grow to 14, 58-44, with under 
eight minutes left in the game after a 
layup by center Eleia Roddy. 
“I honestly don’t know [why USC 
struggled shooting in the second 
half]. We tried different offenses to 
get open shots, but our shots weren’t 
falling tonight,” freshman guard 
Lakeisha Sutton said. 
Carolina had some rally in them, 
scoring two quick buckets to pull 
the score to 58-48 and force UK 
to take a timeout, only to see UK 
score twice coming out of the break, 
pushing the defi cit back to 14. The 
Gamecocks would get as close as 
10 points again, but the bottom fell 
out for USC, their .368 field goal 
percentage catching up to them as 
UK, who shot more than 50 percent 
from the fi eld on the day, went on an 
8-1 run to close the game. 
Pace led the Gamecocks with 14 
points and seven rebounds. Sutton 
had nine points and sophomore 
guard Lauren Falohun had eight 
points.
Ev e r  s i n c e  g u a r d  B r i o n n a 
Dickerson suffered a season ending 
k nee injur y on Jan. 25 aga inst 
Va nderbi lt ,  a nd joi ned fe l low 
senior forward Demetress Adams 
on the bench, the Gamecocks have 
struggled, winning just one game 
against six losses down the stretch. 
“The three seniors are the epitome 
of dedication and determination, 
and as a young team we try to follow 
them, and it ’s emot ional for us 
because we don’t have [Adams and 
Dickerson] on the court. But we’ve 
been playing without them for a 
while, so we can’t use that as an 
excuse,” Sutton said. 
“It’s a shame that [the season] 
ended up t he way it  d id,  w it h 
injuries. I thought we progressed 
as a basketball team and in a lot of 
intangibles though. We’ve gained 
a lot of valuable experience,” said 
USC coach Dawn Staley. “We’ll be a 
better basketball team, we’ll be a lot 
better, to be honest.”
With the regular season now 
complete, USC will go into the SEC 
Tournament in North Little Rock, 
Ark. as the 11 seed, hoping to pull 
together some sort of run to end the 
season on a high note. 
“I think we can surprise a team or 
two,” Staley said. 
T h e  G a m e c o c k s  w i l l  f a c e 
Mississippi State Thursday night. 
The Bulldogs defeated USC 58-41 
last week in Starkville, Miss.  
On Saturday night, the South Carolina 
Gamecocks took the court as the top team 
in the SEC East for the fi rst time in over 10 
years, but they didn’t play like it. 
The Vanderbilt Commodores took an early 
lead and never relinquished it, as they would 
win easily at home, 96-83. The 13-point 
margin at the end of the game was the 
smallest difference between the two teams 
in the entire second half. After surrendering 
96 points, USC coach Darrin Horn says the 
problem started on the defensive end.
“It started defensively. We did not defend 
well early. This is a young team who has 
talent and has shown improvement and they 
came into the game a little fragile, and we 
gave them way too much confidence early 
on,” Horn said. “It just kind of snowballed 
from there.”
In addition to allowing 96 points, the third 
most it has surrendered to an opponent this 
year, Carolina also watched two Commodores 
record career highs in points. Sophomore 
center A.J Ogilvy scored 28 points and junior 
guard Jermaine Beal had 27, draining five 
three-pointers. 
Vanderbilt took a quick lead on Beal’s early 
three-pointers. After 10 minutes of play, 
Carolina already trailed by 18 – a mark that 
proved too signifi cant to overcome, even for 
the comeback kings of Columbia. 
“We got down so big in the fi rst half, in 
the second half we needed to spend so much 
energy to try to come back,” Horn said. 
“We needed to pick up our pressure and 
press because we needed possessions and we 
needed to get the ball back.” 
With 24 points, junior guard Devan 
Downey led the team in points for the fi fth 
consecutive game, but struggled in the fi rst 
half recording just six points as the team 
entered the break facing a 20-point defi cit. 
He came alive in the second half with 18 
points, but the Gamecocks could never 
signifi cantly chip away at the lead. 
After a standout night from Sam Muldrow 
against Kentucky recording a career high 
seven blocks, the sophomore forward followed 
with a frustrating performance. Muldrow 
fi nished with 0 points and one rebound after 
fouling out with seven minutes remaining in 
the game.
“Tough night for Sam. He did not play 
well,” Horn said. “He got stuck in some foul 
trouble, but he wasn’t very aggressive from 
the get-go.”
Sophomore forward Mike Holmes also 
struggled with foul trouble, as he had to play 
with four fouls for the majority of the second 
half. He fi nished with 12 points and seven 
rebounds, but along with Muldrow, struggled 
in defending the 6’11 Ogilvy.
USC received it s st rongest of fensive 
contribution from senior guard Zam Fredrick . 
Fredrick fi nished with 21 points on 9-for-19 
shooting, while Downey had trouble fi nding 
the touch, shooting 9-for-27 from the fl oor. 
Carolina’s loss to Vanderbilt was a tough 
blow to what has been a tremendous season 
t hus far.  Now at 20-7 (9-5 SEC), t he 
Gamecocks maintain a slight advantage in 
the SEC East over Florida, which sports a 
9-5 SEC record. 
Still trying to lock up a bid to the NCAA 
tournament, Carolina needs to fi nish strong 
by winning at home this Thursday against the 
Volunteers, and then taking care of business 
against the woeful Georgia Bulldogs on the 
road. Horn knows that, come Monday, it’s 
back to business for the Gamecocks. 
“We’ve been saying it all year. Win or lose, 
play well or not, you’ve got to come back to 
the next day and get to work and that won’t 
change for us,” Horn said. “Monday we’ll get 
back to work and prep for Tennessee.”
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Gamecocks get blasted by Commodores
Vanderbilt rains on men’s basketball’s 
fi rst-place parade, Horn ready to move 
on in preparation for Tennessee
Sam Davis
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Kentucky takes over as USC 
loses steam in second half
MACK’S HEROICS LEAD 
TO CAROLINA VICTORY
Baseball earns win over 
archrival on road, home 
contest cancelled for now
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR
Comments on this story? E-mail 
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.
sc.edu
Women’s basketball drops 
Senior Day home game
James Kratch
STAFF WRITER
Comments on this story? E-mail sagckspt@
mailbox.sc.edu
Mike Masotti / The Associated Press
George Drake of Vanderbilt fi ghts USC guard Devan Downey for a loose ball during 
the Gamecocks 96-83 loss in Nashville, Tenn. on Saturday night.
Mark Crammer / The Associated Press
DeAngelo Mack is met at home plate by teammates after hitting 
a homerun to give USC a 2-1 lead over Clemson on Saturday.
classifieds
Place a Classified ad: p 803-777-3888 • f 803-777-6482 • www.dailygamecock.com
E-mail: sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu • Office hours: M-F 8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343
First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line
Noon, 1 business day prior to publication
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost
Additional Info
DEADLINE Additional options
Line classified ad rates
Major credit cards accepted
Apartments
1 & 2 BR Apts available in the Columbia, 
Cayce & Lexington area ranging from 
$400-$550/mo. Call 936-0420 for info.
*ASPYRE*Downtown Living
Starting @ $549 per BR! 
laspyre.com 803-400-1570
SHANDON - 2713 PRESTON STREET 
Excellent large 1BR  available now. 
Great location. Close to USC. Ideal for 
Grad. Std or Professional. 782-9009.
Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a 
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
Housing-Rent
Modern Rosewood Home Extral Cool 
2BR 2BA w/office.Maple flrs. Stainless 
appl. & counters $1,000/mo 513-9354
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804
2BR 1.1/2 BA duplex new const. avail 
1ST April $625/mo. Call Jeff 238-9185.
LUXURY CAROLINA WALKS CONDO 
2BR 2BA granite tops & stain steel 
appliances. 957-7412
ROOMS/APARTMENTS - 1-5BRS 
For rent almost on campus on Greene 
St.rajaluri@ifmusa.org or 318-0800
VERY LG PRIVATE ROOMS FOR 
RENT $290-$335 inclds all util. Walk/cy-
cle to school. Very Clean! 463-5129 
Beautiful 3BR 2BA house - hd fls, water 
fence yard, sec. fp incld & many extras. 
$1,050  803-231-6829.
Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS  
From $99,900  518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com
For Sale
Computer Desk Black & gray. Excellent. 
condition. $42  Call 315-489-4046
Help Wanted
PT SALES ASSOCIATE AT GNC - 
NE COLA NORTHPOINT COMMONS
10-15/hrs/wk for nights & weekends. 
Must be 18 y.o out-going and have sales 
experience. Knowledge in health and nu-
trition a plus. Apply in person @ 
10050 Two Notch Road 788-2177. For 
more info email gnc803@yahoo.com
Palmetto Athletic Center 
1193 N. Lake Dr. Lexington 
is now hiring for PT Sports Coaches in 
the afternoon. Applicants need to be 
strong, athletic energetic, and have a 
happy, outgoing personality. 
Please call 951-2090 to apply.
BARTENDING up to $250/day . No exp 
nec, training prov’d 800-965-6520 X 253.
Help Wanted
Busy Allergist office seeks bright, hard-
working students to work PT/FT hrs on 
weekdays and some weekends. Evening 
hours available. Excellent opportunity for 
those interested in applying to medial 
school. We can provide hands on clinical 
experience. Only those with excellent 
academic records and references need 
apply. Include GPA, references, start 
date and hours available. 




PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN! SAVE $$
Maine Camp needs fun loving counsel-
ors to teach. All land, adventure & water 






Pay starts @ $10 per hour. 
Free Training and Certification. Email 
Jim Reiser @ 
swimprofessor@sc.rr.com 
your current availability, 
background/qualifications, and if you 
will be here for the summer.
Help Wanted
Restaurants
BLUE FIN @SANDHILL Now Hiring all 
positions. Apply in person 10AM-4pm 
Services
PREGNANT,  NEED HELP? FREE




Excellent Chemistry PH D Tutor Indi-
vidual/Group  feshman/seniors all chem-
istry sub. Convenient time 736-3641
Mathematics tutoring services!
CALL THE EXPERT! 738-8956
Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK 
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury 
cruise with food. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of thirteen 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. 
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
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